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Calvin College Chimes February 18,19

Jurist, professor author

by Rosunue Lopery
Dr Herman Dooyeweerd, mtumdtmn.lily
recognized and estcemed as an  original
thinker within and without circles of Chris-
tian conviction, died Saturday, February 12,
in Amsterdam, halfway through his 83rd
year. As a jurist, professor, and author of
countless publications, it cannot be doubted
that he will be remembered for his great
contribulions to the renewal of philosophy.
Dooyeweerd forms a definitive paft of a
strong Calvinistic tradition existing in the
Netherlands for several centuries, In the
- linage of John Calvin, Johannes Althusius,
Groen van Prinsterer and Abraham Kuyper,
Dooyeweerd can be seen as the culminating
theoretician, “The central thought of his
philosophy is that all philosophy has non-
theoretical, religious prnsuppontmns whicl
it cannot do without.” Dooyeweerd deep-
ened the whole understanding of man’s way
of Tite because he has seen man as o religious
being, and works fram (he biblical concept
of heart. :

“Most people think of him as a philoso-
pher or theologion,” commented Dr, 1 Lvan
Kunner, Topmer stndent, follower, and long.
time fricnd of Dooyeweerd, “bul he was o
Towyer” I was in his pursult of logal theory
that he came to realize that (he dominant
philosophivs of s time (neo-Kantlunism
und phenomenolopy) were not adequule for
him to express his Christlan fuith in, He fell
the need for o philosophical development of
his own in dealing with the foundations of
the Jaw scicnees, said Runner,

Dooyeweerd was born in Amsterdam on
October 7, 1894, into a family which fol-
lowed Calvinistic convictions and the leader-
ship of Abraham Kuyper—a sfatesman, edu-
cator, and journalist who revitalized the
evangelical wing of Dutch reformed Protes-
tantism. Runner stated that Dooyewecerd's
father was in the habit of reading Kuyper’s
editorial ''Driesterotjes” ‘at' the: table for
“disqussion.: l)ouy»wm.rd himself was a child
“of lg}!e oﬂrly 19th century Réveil, and onc lo

vyperdefts the: challenge aficornying. and:leeal studies. s i

out the ‘philosophiging of the Christian

*.foundations he had set-down. Runner noted

\ that Dooyeweerd and his constant associate
D.H.T. Vollenhoven, when they were leen-
agers at the gymnasiun, would lay out
-sections of paper and in co]umm figure out
philosophers.

i Dooyeweerd pursued " his study at the
. Free University founded by Kuyper, and
earned his doctorate in jurisprudence at that
university with a dissertation on *“The Cabi-
net in Dutch Constitutional Law.” After
completing his study, and while working in
various capacities for the government, Doo-
yeweerd became increasingly interested in

“the sources and foundations of law. This
drove him back to the larger and deeper
philosophical questions at the roots of juris-
prudence. It was on the beaches of Sche-
veningen with Vollenhoven, who comple-
mented Dooyeweerd's interests in law and
ethics with his interests "in -the natural
scientes, that they combined their efforts
and lit upon the idea of the modal scale.

In 1922 Dooyeweerd was invited to serve
as assistant Director of the Abraham Kuy-
perstichting, the rescarch institute for the
Anlirevolutionary  Party, loecated in The
Hague. Here he was able to engage in
systematic reflection on the nature of Chris-
tian political theory,

The inslitute’s mauin

Herman Dooyeweerd

sérvice wag of o practical kind, to furnish
advice on legal und politicoeconomic issues
to the .members of the Antirevolutionary
Party. -Before he accepted the position,
Dooyeweerd outlined what he considered

necessary for the proper and responsible
‘Jantiena Fernhout, was a great help to him,

development of a political party, in particu-
lar, a Christian political party which had no
political expertise to rely on up to this time.

At the institute in 1923 he ‘led the
establishment of .a° new. journal for this

organization,
kunde (Antirevolulionary politics) to which

he contributed some of his eurhest pozmcal :

the Antirevolutionaire Staat-
wingy
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b .
greatest Christiun philosepher ol aur genera-
tion-und spart from details that we can all
guarrel gbout, there s an drresistable right-
ness nbout ull hiy insiphty,” sold Spykman,
His cnreer hus been one of seholarship
and more scholurship, the quality of which
eventumlly brovght him the honor unid dis-
tnction ol sppolntment as a Yellow of the
Royul  Doteh Acudemy  of  Sclences. e
lectured In a varlely of countries both in
Europe and beyond, A lecture tour in 1958
brought him to  the United Stales and
Canada, resulting in the- publication of the

. English introduction to his thought In the
- Twilight of Western Thought.

Throughout his life Dooycwecr(j's :wil'e,

especially in classical texts. She died "in
1963, They had nine children, Up' to' the
time of his death Dooyeweerd lived in the -
same part of Amsterdam in which he was
bom, ed:hng, corresponding, and “perfect-

the volumes of articles he continued to
write. It ‘is hoped that these may be com-

In 1926 he was appointed prolcssur in
the juridicial faculty at the Free Universily,
a position he held until he retired in 1965.
During his years at the university he was
instrumental in founding another journal,
Philosophia Reformata, in 1936. Together
with his brother-in-law Vollenhoven,

the Free, Dooyeweerd laid systematic foun-
dations for a- Christian philosophy. Land-
marking this date was the 3-volume publica-
tion of The Philasophy of the Cosmonomic
Idea. This book contains the pith of Dooye-

weerd’s system and in the 1950’s he spent-

great effort to publish it in English under the
title A New Critique of Theoretical Thought,

Vollenhoven and Dooyeweerd were to-
gether constantly but were always open to

rethinking their ideas, says Dr Gordon Spyk-
They wrote ‘separately, as an historian |

man.
and a systematic theologian. Spykmun re-
members Dooyeweerd as an “‘absolutely
congenial Christian gentleman who always
had time to talk to students and have them
over lo his homé.,” Spykman has “only
thankfulness for the treasures of Christian
thought thut Dooyeweerd has been able to
introduce 1o -us all.” Few professors at
Calvin  ugtually  followed Dooyeweerd’s
courses, but all who altended the Free

University sal in on his lectures, “le was the

ap- .
pointed in 1926 to the philosophy faculty at -

... piled and-published soon. i ;,ﬂ. QIE‘uﬁzﬁ
Alvin Plg;?{{nga s.%%k‘c iu?“h‘ p‘n!usnp 1y compsling

department when he stated his ;,nuiudt to
Dooyeweerd for leading the way in how to

be 4 Christian in philosophy, as he led the .

way in every special science. ‘We need a
Christian root -to have any idea-on the .
workings out of a special SClel'lCE anyone
may be involved in,” he said..

“On this Runner . also stated that “we ve
reached a' time where the situation n.qmres
more than one man, but a team of men,

“working in the special sciences but aware uf..

the foundations; they musws advance within

the general Christian perspectives. It is a very -
complex interlocking of general philosophy, -
and philosophy dealing with the foundations

of special sciences, with practitioners of
special sciences.” That is the only way to
work out Dooyeweerd's thought at the
present time, he said., Dooyeweerd himself
was too humble to want a school of thought

based on his philosophy: He declared that he
merely pointed to the foundalions of Chris- /"

tian thinking. He always distinguished the
particular results he arrived at at any particu-
lar moment,
power ol God constantly at work, which
would drive him beyond his own results, - -

The influence of Dooyeweerd is power-
ful; so powerful, said Runner, that *it brings -
changes everywhere, even in theology, cecle-

from the dynamic liberating

"' siustics, “and mission. l'vuryth]n;, HE lI'l'llC

more -affected, Everything is much’ mos
Integral,” Ho added that French scholars pn
Reformed Churehes fn Germany soe Doay:
weerd's thought as the *busts of renewal,”

G 1 Lungemeljer, o loft-wipg ' sochll
“junlat, pave un, assesfment of hls confemp
rary In Kulsbeek’s Contours of w Christla
Phitosophiy: - "Withoul . any - exuggeralio
Dooyeweerd can be called the most origin.
philosopher Hollund has ever produced, eve
- Spinoza not excepled. .., It Is my convi
tion that the plulosophy nf Dnoyuweersl ca
expect ‘to have ~great  effect in years t
come .. In this process this: philosoph
itself w11l quite likely not remain unchangec
It would certainly not be in the spirit:c
Dooyeweerd as I know him to cxpcct lhl.S 3
wlshli e S L

o As! Runncr pointed out, “Peop]e cannc
understa.nd Dooyeweerd if they look 1 S hn
“statically , . | It is
- never cmtr Py

Contours of a Christien Philoyophy and 3}
. Skillen's Dévelopment of Calvinistic Poliricc
Theory in the Netherlands. i
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